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Busy our with
THEJIIPÏISÏS

The Treasurer's Report
Exhibits Strong, Finan¬

cial Condition.

NEW MINI5TERS
ARE PRESENTED

President Alderman Makes a

Speech Which Captures the
Meeting . Richmond
Considered for the
Next Place of

Meeting.

(Special From Our Staff Correspondent.;
CHAKL,OTTESVJL.LE, VA., November

Í7..The features of tlio second day oí
the eighty-second annuiti session oí the
Baptist General Association of Virginia,
were first, the report of Treasurer
Jacobs, which shows Increased contribu¬
tions to all the boards and all the en¬
terprise« fostered by the Virginia Bap¬
tists; second, th<j Introduction of a large
number of new preachers who have en¬
tered Into the Virginia work since the
last annual meeting In Petersburg; third,
a great address on missions by Dr. Bar¬
ton, the field secretary of the homo mlB-
slcn board; fourth, the address of Dr.
Pycard on newspapers in general and re¬
ligious newspapers and periodicals In par¬
ticular, and last, but not least the re¬
ports and speeches pertaining of the Vir¬
ginia Baptist Historical Society.
The report of the treasurer was of such

a gratifying charaoter that at Its con¬
clusion the brethren Just had to suspend
proceedings long enough to sing "Praise
God From Whom All Blessings Flow."

Historical.
The afternoon session was devoted

largely to the work of the Virginia Bap¬
tist Historical Society, and , the alfle
speeches of Drs. Knight and M. Ashby
Jones, thrilled the great audience to a
wonderful degree. At the night session
the Sunday'school and publication inter¬
ests of the Southern Baptist Convention,
and the subject of State associations nao.
the right of way. The short, but in¬
spiring address of Dr. Alderman, of the
University of Virginia, was one of the
very pleasing feature? of the morning
¿es'elon. a feature In the w»y which was

.. not ·>? the programme, hut " came In
mighty well and Just exactly at the
right time. '."
The second day's session of the

eighty-second annual meeting of the Vir¬
ginia Baptist General Association opened
with devotional exercises, conducted by
Rev. W. ?. Flannagan. At the conclu-
idon of these services, President Ellyson
called the body to order for business. The
first business, according to the prescribed
order, was the report of the treasurer of
the association. Tills was read by Mr.
?.- ?. Jacobs, the treasurer, who aleo
».».ad, simply for tjio Information of the
association, the rc-port of the Co-opera¬
tive Committee.

The Treasurer's Report.
The trensure's report shows that collec¬

tions from the. churches for the year
ending October 31st, have been as fol¬
lows: For the Stale mission board, 532,-
076.75; for Sunday school and Bible board,
K902.82; for education board, 110.001.84;
for foreign mission board, $33.311!«; for
home mission board. 119,396.07; for minis¬
ters' refllef fund, W.378.68; for the orphan¬
age, U8,1«;2S: grand total, »130,178.36; to
disbursements so far, Î123.519.87; blance on
hand. J6.0S8.69.
The above receipts are claslfled as fol¬

lows:
A ccomac Associâtion.$3,534.03
AJbemarle Association. 2,932.93
Appomattox Association. 3.548.f>s

^Augusin Association .2,821.23
Blue Ridge Association. 749.29
Clinch Valley Association. 434.17
Concord Association .3,462.08
Dan River Association.3,404.08
Dover Association .....21,154.43
Goshen Association ._ 405.63
Hermon. Association .2,345.90
Ja nies River Association.1,113.75
Debanon Association .1,657.21
Middle District Association.2,655.49
New Lebans Association.2,170.36
New River Association. 407.10
Peninsula Association. 4,091.31
Piedmont Association.1,535.25
Port p..mouth Assocntlon.18,955.43
Potomac Association.3,730.91
Powell River Association. 299.97
Rappahannock Association.6.G6G.15
Roanoke Association.4,838.01Khenandoah Association.2,248.62Bhlloh Association. 2,720.72Strawberry Association.4.394.1SValley Association.6,061.89From various churches.9,729.90

New Ministers Presented.
Dr. AV. E. Hatcher introduced the newministers who have· located In Virginiawithin the past year and thus became

members of the Association. As usual thedoctor was humorous, earnest and at
limes pathetic. The following were those
Introduced: Dr. O. F. Gregory, now of
Staunton; Rev. Tomi Hundley, of Hast¬
ern Shore; Rov, J,. P. Idttle, Rev J. J.
Johnson, Revs. C. .1. Parker, George G.
Davis, F. ?G. Farley, .1. M. McManaway,W7,W, Wood,· ??. O. Rosser, Rev. Mr,
Powell, Revs 8, H. Johnson, W. h. Ball,of Richmond; Eugene Jackson, A. T.
King, George W, McDnniel, of Richmond;Rev. .Mr. Harvell and Rev. Mr. Jacobs,of Dynehburg,
This introductory service was followedwith prayer led by BeV. G. W, McDanlel

and a stirring hymn by in« entire body.Alderman Speaks.Dr, A. E. Alderman, President (if theUniversity of Virginia, was Ini inducedto the body and made, a speech that cap¬tured the ministers and laymen. AfterB, few opening remarks of a humorouscharacter Dr. Alderman made a »hon,Mirring address on pclucatloii |n Virginia,declaring that the University is Uie peo¬ple's institution, belonging to all dénomi¬
nations and desires to work In hurmony«'lth, and aH a helper to all the-church
schools ottd colleges
Rev. Clcorge E, Booker, of (he Melho-

dlst Church, was Introduced and ad¬
dressed the Associât Ion very briefly.

Ministers' Relief,
Mr. T. If. Ellett, of Richmond, read ho

(Continued on Third page.}

E
Specifications On Which
He Will Be Tried for
Death of Branch.

TEN YEARS SENTENCE
EXTREME PENALTY

Within the Power of the Court-
Martial to Send Him to the
Penitentiary.Final Con¬

ference in Prepara¬
tion for the

Trial.

(Special to The Tlme*-Dlspe,teh.)
ANNAPOLIS, MD., November 17..

Chargée connected with the fight In
which Midshipman James R. Branch re¬

ceived fatal Injurie· from Midshipman
Minor Mcrlwether, Jr.,·were served on

the latter to-day by,Commandant Adolph
T. Marlx, Judge-advocate of the court-
iiiiirilul, whloh will ansemble at the Naval
Academy on Wednesday Hxt to try
Ihn case, Commander Murlx liad alad a

conference with (Superintendent Sande In
ie.ifn.rd to facilities for the conduct of
the court.
Lieutenant-Commander J. K, UobUon,

a specially foròlble and brilliant officer,
lute been detailed n* Meriwether'e coun-
«el, and ha» «pent most of the day with
?·~?, -?·« r-n\fl ?r>.r>t^Vit;
"I ask for Mcrlwether, as dia Secretary

Bonaparte, that the public Judgment be
lv<vt«tiU uti'ul U.H bunt UL una uiuvi'iuuu.«

It la known uiere will be no harsh feel¬
ing towards him from f»fr-minded
people."

, The Three Charges.
There are there charges against Mid¬

shipman Meri wether, and four specifica¬
tions In all, one each under the first
and third charges, and two under the
second.
The first, the most serious, is the crim¬

inal charge of manslaughter, under which
It is possible to provide a sentence of
ten years In the penitentiary. The-specifi¬
cation In "that Midshipman Minor Meri-
wether, Jr., did unlawfully engage In
a fight with Midshipman James R,
Branch on the evening of November 6th,
.1905, and did unlawfully, strike with hi·
fist the said MfctsbfpivàaySpinchr: in-w
fllctlng Injuries, from the effect' of which
the sold Midshipman *Branch died."
The second charge is the violation of

the third clause of the eighth article for
the government of the navy, which pro¬
vides that no one In the naval service
"shall quarrel with, strike or assault or
use provoking or reproachful words, ges¬
tures or menaces towards any one in the
navy." The two specifications under this
head are tnat Merlwether called Branch
"a sneak" and "a coward," and that he
assaulted hlnr.
The third and final charge Is that of

"conduct to th prejudice of good prderand discipline,' under the general regu¬lations. The specification Is that. Meri-
wother engaged In a right with Branch.

What Penalty May Be. ·

It is within the power of the court to
find Mcrlwether guilty of any or all of
the specifications and charges, or It may
find him guilty of certain specifications
and not guilty of the acompanylng charge,
should they bel lev« the facts to be as
stated, but; not to constitute the charges.
The maxim penalty provided for the

first charge Is dismissal and ten years'
confinement in the penitentiary. That
for the second and third, Is dismissal.
In each case, the court has the author¬
ity to provide and punishment that it
should see fit less than the maximum. If
Mcrlwether Is found guilty on nil three
charges, It would he within the power
of the court to punish him by demerits,
confinement at the Naval Academy or In
some other manner.

TWO MEN ARE DEAD;
THREE WOUNDED

(Bv Associated Prose.)
POCAHOÑTAS. ARK.. November 17..

B'ggers. a llttleTown on the .'.Prisco Rail¬
road, ten miles north of this city;: M'as
the scene of a bloody tragedy last rjight.
John Shipley and a young man named
Dennis, arc rli>ad, and I>e Jones, Deputy
Sheriff "Jim" Wisner and City Mnrshall
Jesse Johnston are seriously wounded.
Wiener's Jaw was broken and one ear
was shot off.
Shipley, Dennis and Jones were charged

with being members of a gang of cotton
thieves who had operated In the Cherokee
county for some time, and the trouble
arose when the deputy sheriff and his
posse arrested them. When told to halt
they opened fire on the posse, who re¬
turned the fusllade.

OF SUCCESSFUL TRIP
Pelieved That His Voluntary

Visit to V. M. I. Will Result
in Retention of Cadets.

Governor Montague returned yesterday
from Lexington, where he went to look
into the troubles at the V. M. I. and
while he would Hot discuss I he subject
In detail for publication, It Is believed
that good resulta will rjulckly follow the
Clovernor's visit and conferences with the
officers and cadets.

It Is known that the Governor went to
Lexington not at the request of tlio offi¬
cers or the cadets, but upon his own ac¬
cord, to try to adjust the trouble In strict
conformity with military discipline and
iiuuge. That he has .succeeded, or that
his visit will result In success, is Ilio
opinion of llioso who are In close touch
with I ho situation, and It is known as
well that tho Governor is ijulte hopeful
that matters will shortly turn out all

Tini Governor firmly declined, t<> Blve
out any statement, however, and his line
oí action In the matter Is not Known
hire. Senator Wlekhain, who lias a son

at the V. M. 1., and Colone) Hiuowell J51-
lett and Captain Joseph E. Willard went
up with the Governor, and they all dis¬
played the deepest personal Interest In tho
matter of'tlie existing controversy,

TRYING TO KEEP BACK THE WAVES I

s-
FDR STATE FAIII

Gathering of Citizens at Murphy's
To-night to Hear Com- y

mittec's Report.

JOINT STOCK COMPANY

Capital Will Be Put at $ioo,ooo,
at $25 a Share.Plans Pro¬

gressing.

At a mass meeting of citizens to he
held to-night In- the annex of Murphy's
Hotel,, the revival of the State Fair of

Richmond will be formally and definitely
undertaken» a report outlining the scope
of the proposed exhibition will be adopted,
and 'plattif~wlll-; ber''«aidi>'':iot;itfae.;_iinin*^:
diate organisation of a ..Joint stock com¬

pany, with a capital of $100.000.
Public Interest In the movement, which

has been growing eteadlly since the first

announcement, promises a large attend¬

ance of Influential business men and,an

enthusiastic declaration In fa\-or of the

fair. The report of the Committee on

Plan arid Scope will likely be adopted
unanimously, without material change.
The gentlemen have made a careful study
of the situation, and their decisions upon
the different points involved were gov¬
erned by the conditions they met, with
which conditions the committee is more
familiar than the citizens generally can

possibly be. The adoption of the report
will be followed by the appointment of
another committee, which will effect the
details of the organization. This new

committee will at once canvass the city
for subscriptions, elect officers, direc¬
tors and executive committee, and se¬

cure a charter. Its report will be made
to the stockholders. There will be no

other mass meetings after to-night.
What Report Will Be.

No provision Is made in the report of
the Committee on Plan a,nd Scope for an

invitation to North Carolina to unite with
Richmond in t?%·1???? the fair, and In
view of this fact It Is likely that tho
exhibition .will be officially a Virginia
enterprise strictly. This does not mean,
of course, that tjiere will be no exhibits
from North Carolina and other States,
but simply that there will be no formal
co-operation between the two organiza¬
tions. Merchants from the Old North
State will, In all likelihood, display their
wares here purely aa a business proposi¬
tion, but there will be nothing like Joint
action of the States.
The proposition to make the exhibition

an Interstate affair, including Virginia
and North Carolina, was made by several
business men at the first citizens' mass

meeting, and met with considerable favor.
It was taken up in other quarters and
was seriously discussed by the commit-·
teo. Several of the "suggestions'· made
in response to the request of the com-

(Continued on Seventh Page.)

THE PRICES MUST BE
FIXED BY PRODUCERS

Secretary Weston So Declares in
Statement Urging Farmers

to Unite.
(By Associa ted Press,)

COLUMBIA. S, C. November 17..Sec
retary F. II. Weston, of tini South Caro¬
lina division of the Southern Cotton As¬
sociation, in un interview to-day, said;
"To-day 1 am in receipt, of Instructions

from headquarters in Atlanta.'to Institute
u movement toward semiring pledges from
The farmers for .Hie cotton which they
now have, on hand for fifteen cents.
"Wo know that there Is a most active

domami for dry goods, and that the mills
have not. the cotton necessary to run them
to fill these contracts. The association
considered eleven cents a fair but not
unreasonable price for cotton, but In view
of the very aggressive campaign that has
been Instituted against cotton )u the last
few days, It would bo absurd for the
Southern Cotton Association to stand by
and see the producers·of cotton through¬
out the South deöpollecl of millions of dol¬
lars.
"We have the money on liant} .and pro·

world that the priée of cotton is to be
fixed by Ilio prudurw, mi.I not by the
speculator.
"\V ehaye the money on hand and pro¬

pose to p«y our cunvassers for their
work."

Novel Plan Adopted By
Burglar to Get In¬
side Warehouse.

ONE BOX FOR HIM;
ONE FOR PLUNDER

He Filled thè Latter But An

Employee Saw His Hat and
Smashed Up the Case.
Two-Arrests Have

Beert; Made in
thè Case.

«

(By Associated Press.)
"NEW YORK, November 17..A thief
who entered the Security Storage Com¬
pany's warehouse In an express package
yesterday was caught to-day as he was

about to leave the warehouse, hidden in
the same package, along with 1700 worth
of stolen goods. Last night he climbed
out of his package and after rifling the
warehouse, again repacked himself and
his piunder.
When caught to-day he said hie name

was John Schmidt, and told the story of
his robbery. Yesterday afternoon at 4
o'clock two packing cases were taken
to teh company's warehouse at No. 212
Spring Street. Schmidt was In one of
them which was fitted with spring locks
so as to be opened front the inside. With
him was a boitle of whiskey, a set of
burglars tools and a dark lantern. The
other box was used for packing his
plunder.
Schmidt emerged lost night and

plundered the piece, and at 7 o'clock this
morning was safely repacked with his
plunder. But an employe saw one of the
boxes move unaccountably as It stood
alono on the floor, and peeking through
a knot-hole in the top saw the burglar's
hat. He immediately smashed the pack¬
ing case open.
Free minutes later an· expressman call-

ed, asking to remove the two boxes which
contained the burglar and his plunder.
The police went with the expressman to
meet the man who sent hlrrr after the
boxes. This man, who gnvé the name of
Robert Arnold, was found waiting at the
Bowery and Second Avenue, and was
arrested.

Is Not the Treasurer.
Mr. Robort L. Morgan, of Philadelphia,whoso, name wns ifiven'by the promotersof the Richmond. Rappahnnnock and

Eastern Rnllrond as treasurer of the com¬
pany, says he Is not the treasurer.

THE WEATHER.
Forecast: Virginia.Fair Saturday and

Sunday; fresh west winds,
North Carolins.Fair Saturday and Sun-

doy; warmer In east portion Saturdnv:
west winds.

Conditions Yesterday.
Richmond's weather, was clear and cool.

Bange of tho thermometer:
0 ?. M.41 fl P. M.."...66

12 M.61 0 P. M.62
3 G. M.50 12 midnight.48

(Average...GÌ.)
Highest temperature yesterday. 59
Lowest temperature yesterday. 88
Mean temperature yesterday. 4S
Normal temperature yesterday.48
Departure from normal temperature.... 01

Thermometer Thu Day Last Year
0 ?. M.<1 ß ?,M.42
12 M.« 8 P. M.40
s i1,M.« 13 midnight.sa

(Average.,..41 1-2.)

Conditions in Important Cities.
(At S P. M.. Bamern Time.)

Plu*". ??»··· High. T. Weather.
Aligúela .6o 0g Clear
Atlniita, Oa.,«3 ,CS Clear
»urtalo, ?. Y. 43 42 Rnli)
dilungo, 111·..M(8 ,. Cloudycincinnali, o.64 ?? clear
Doti oit,. ?loh. 48 d4 'Clear
(latieras, ?. ('.Í2 60 Clear
JiioJtsoiivllUi . 60 70 Clear
Mobil« .«1 72 Clear
New Uilean». »S 7j Olear
New York City. 42 68 Cl&udy
Norfolk, Va.80 « Clear
Pittsburg, Pu. 48 63 Clear
Halelgh .63 et Clear
Washington . 48 53 Clear

Miniature Almanac.
November 18. loo».

Sun rises.6:M HIGH TJOH.
Sun sets.4:6i Morning,,.8:5J
Moon rises...·10:34 .Bmjijig,..9,12

GUNST LEADS FOR
BETTER LIGHTS

Alderman Gets Committee to
Put On More

Men.

BLOW OUT SERVICE PIPES

Eight Employes to Be Used Ex¬
clusively for This.Im¬

provement Expected.

Alderman Marx Gunst took the lead
yesterday for the relief of gas consumers

in this city, and the move started by him
was consummated in the Light Commit¬
tee last night, when that body author¬
ized' the, superintendent of the gas de-
.pAEtovent tor «rop^y-at .once eta addition¬
al men to keep the pipes properly blow ?
out.
Mr. Gunst Offered the resolution, and It

was unanimously adopted.
Mayor McCarthy was present, and ne

and several members of the committee
spoke heartily In favor of the proposi¬
tion. The committee went further and
requested gas consumers to promptly re¬

port any trouble to. the department at
the City Hall, and assured the public
that these requests would have prompt
attention.
Mr. Gunst conceived the Idea that while

tho situation might not bo absolutely' re¬

lieved, yet It could be greatly benefited
by having enough force to keep the pipes
clear, and he went directly after Chair¬
man Wood, and the,latter convened tho
committee in special sosslon.

Interesting Statement.
Mr.' Gunst Tnado a brief speech in ex¬

planation of his resolution, and he' was
heard with much Interest.
"We spend money," he said, "for things

not half so Important, and I take the
ground hern that we have no moral right
to withhold from the people this relief
which they ought to have, and which
they are now demanding."
The patron of tho resolution was, sure

Ihe Council would readily meet the ex¬
pense of the new men, which will he
I rifling, and ha assorted In an Impas¬
sioned manner that he was willing, for
his part, to. take the responsibility and
to se« that the necessary funds are forth¬
coming.

It Is tho Idea of the committee to keep
the six additional men until the »enr
holder Is completed, which will prohably
bo about four months.

Many Complaints.
Mr, Gunst suld In his speech that tho

records of the gas department showed
that during tho past month nine hundred
complaints as to tho quality of f^s had
been lodged there by consumers, and that
there were forty-nine on Thursday. Ha
meant no reflection on tho department.
Those in charge were doing the best
they could under the circumstances. He
said Superintendent Knowles, the Mayor
and Chairman Wood fully agreed with
him as to the Importance of Immediate
action.
The committee unanimously adopted

the resolution, and the men will toe put
on at onoe.

The Citizens Take the PupilsJo
Their Homes and Care for

Them.
(Special (o Tho Times-Dispatch.)¦DUNHAM. N. C, November 17.-TheOx/ord Female Seminary, at Oxford, N,C. was early this morning vtsltod by a

very disastrous fire and iho main build-
Inns were totally destroyed and the other
buildings damaged to such an extent
that they will have to bo rebuilt. Thu
citizens fought the flames heroically, but
could not stay ilielr devastation.
Thu building was luuni'd on tho same

spot less than two years ugu, and it I.*
not known whether It was the work of In¬
cendiary or not. The citizens came to
their relief as they did on the former
occasion, and took the pupils to (heir
homes, and are caring for them.
The fire started In tho kitchen oí main

building and spread rapidly. Most of the
students lost all of their weuiing ap¬
parel. The loss Is very great on the
school and the whole State sympathizes
with Prof. H· l1'· Ilohgood, in this, the
second calamity l*al has befallen his
»chool, ,

THE OMOH
THIRTyiÇIIEIS

Before Governor Came
They Had Determined

to Resign.
FELT THEY HAD NO
OTHER ALTERNATIVE

No Fear That the Paper Now
Signed By the Entire Class

Will Not Go Through
the Board All Right.

Penalties to Be
Imposed.

(Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
LEXINGTON. VA. November 17..

Since Governor Montague'« ..visit yester¬
day to the Virginia, Military Institute,
which resulted In harmonliing the dif¬
ferences between the members of the
third class and the board of visitors, In¬
formation ha* been received from a relia¬
ble source that the "oath-bound thir¬
teen" bad determined upon what they
considered the only honorable way of

saving their olaoematM from expulsion.
Their plan, which waa reached after a

long and careful consideration, was that
the rocalcltrant thirteen should resign
from the Institute. They held that their
oath would permit them no other alterna¬
tive. The nature of the bath, so far as
can be learned, waa that when they
were Informed that an apology was ex¬
pected from them they vowed before God
they would not apologise or express re¬
gret for the paper of November 2d, In
which they threatened to leave the insti¬
tute if an improvement in food condi¬
tions did not Immediately follow. The
decision of the thirteen cadets to resign
was predicated upon the hope that the
board of visitors would recognize their
heroic step In behalf of their associates,
and promptly reinstate them.

, Would Not Agree.
It is stated, however, that the other

members of the third class would not
agree to the reslgnaUon of the thirteen.
Just what it meant to these boys to
sever their relations with the Virginia
Military Institute can hardly be appre¬
ciated. Not "only an Interruption of their
present work, but to. a great.,extent
their hopes and aspirations for the fu-;
turqí 'All;tkj,7 they were willing to sac¬
rifice, 'says "your correspondent's, Inform-
ant,' In order to make it possible for their:
classmates to yield gracefully and hon¬
orably to the demauds of the board of
visitor·.
Whether the vow these offending thir¬

teen boys had taken was seriously en¬
tered into when made was not a ques¬
tion with them. Subsequent develop¬
ments Impressed the ßa/ct upon their
minds and conscionces that they had
obligated themselves to stand together,
and they had determined to do that, let
come what might.
The cadets of the Virginia Military In¬

stituto are regarded in Lexington as
young men of honor, and the oadet uni¬
form always entitles the wearer to
respectful and honorable recognition.

Happy Solution.
Governor Montague's visit and his

happy solution to the situation is regard¬
ed hero with expressions of entire saUs-I
factiof». The "Ooath-bound thirteen" arid
other tnembora of the third class felt 'free
to unburden themselves to the distin¬
guished visitor, whose unbounded
sympathies Immediately won the con¬
fidence of the young men. After his visit
to the Institute, ilio dobonalre manner
was nt once noticeable among the cadets
as "though all was well, Of course, the
papor signed by the entire third class
has to bo accepted and approved by the
board of visitors, but thai body of gen¬
tlemen have assorted that they have been
anxious to'have the cadets show any dis¬
position to' take steps looking to har¬
mony. Therefore, no fears ? re enter¬
tained front that source that the paper
will not go through all right. Just what
punishment will be Imposed upon the of¬
fender« cannot be learned, but will prob¬
able b* a withdrawal for sorrro time of the
privilege of the leaving limits, and possi¬
bly the additional penalty of walking
extra guard duty. Whatever the penalty,
It will be promptly compiled with, be-
cause the offending members of the clasH
have agreed to the conditions of the com¬

promise as presented by Governor Monta¬
gue.

LIBERAL CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR THE SUFFERING JEWS

(By Associated Press.)
MERIDIAN. MISS., Nov. 17..Moro than

a thousand dollars was raised here, last
night and to-day for the rellof of the suf¬
fering Jaws ill Russia,

FIFTEEN KILLED BY
MARION EXPLOSION

Unconfirmed Report Reaches
Raleigh of Frightful Powder

Magazine Disaster.
·' (By Associated Press.)

RA'DIOIGH, N, C, November 17.-A spe-
olul to tho News and Observer from

Spencer, N. C, says:
From a private 'phone message received

from Marlon, ?. C, by way of Ashevllle,
It Is reported that fifteen people were
killed there to-night by the uxplpslou at a

powder rnuguKlne located just outside of
town The shock of thu explosion wus so

«rent that It was felt at Morgantun,
twenty-one miles away.
?1? telephone and telegraph otllces along

thu line between Spencer and Ashevllle
11 uve cosed for the night, and It is Im·
possible to confirm the report.
Later..The explosion is suld to Iuivm

(CouUnued on tìecond l'âge.; I

THE SITUATION
III RUSSIA NOW
ISJFJHËIE

Thought Count Witte Is·
sued the Imperial Man¬

ifesto Too Late.

PEASANTS CAN TAKE
LAND THEY WANT

Leader of Union of Union» S«
Declares in Commenting Oa ¡

the Situation.

LOOKS AS IF STRIKE
MAY END ON MONDAI

Delegates in a Stormy Midnighl
Session Decide to Submit the1

Question to Meeting of
Workmen To-day.
Be Made Dead

City.

(.By Associated Press.)ST. PETERSBURG, November 17,6:30 P. M..A mutiny In the M^ichu-rlan army U the latest sensational ru·'
mor In this olty. According to the
report, the Emperor has received a
dispatch from General Llnevltch, tall·??? him of a revolt among the troop«,which was only suppressed after a
regular fight, In which many soldiers
were killed or wounded. Forty-two
officers are reported to have been «hot
for participation In the conspiracy.No confirmation of the rumor Is ob¬
tainable from the officials of the War
Office.

(Special Cable to The Times-Dispatch 'en
Now York Herald.)

Copyright, by the Now York Herald Co.)ST. PETERSBURG, November 17.-Tb
seriousness of the situation Is Increaslna
The manifesto appearing .in' this morn
Ing's Official Gazette came too late. Al
ready tho peasants reply that'they-.dl
not care and will take what land thei
want themselves.
I'have Just been talking with a proml

ncnt. memoes of (die .union., of unions., H
.said:.' '. '"¦

"It is true there was a rumor yeslerdai
tliat martial law would be proclaimed to,
day. If such a reglnre had been lnáugu
rated, it would have meant bloodshed
How Count "Witte can be foolish enougi
to toko such' steps in Poland is Inexpll
cable. The unions have nothing dfrectli
to do with tho strlke.|
"Count Witte canot backslide. He cai

not. Wo should have him out forthwltl)
There aro plenty of men with Just a
much brains ready to replaco him. Th
railway strike Is really a protest of th
workmen against tho massacre of saTlpr«
the demand for an eight hour day is se
condary. '¦ ?
"We hold tho government fast, owini

tc the financial situation. It has to pa.
Japan immediately charges for the main
tenance of prisoners of war 120,QOQ,OB·
roubles Wn.OOO.OOO). Then 150,000,00;
roubles (Í47»,C*1.000) must be paid ne«
month to Germany for the last shòr
loan.
"Peoplo nre converting their securltlo'

Into foreign bonds on a wholesale acal«
and are sending their money away fror
the country. Tho unions generally favo
constitution and liberty, but the part
of tho left borders, upon socialism. Th
entire' organization Is at Its fullest ao

tlvlty at the present time."
It is understood Ihnt at any monien.

apromlso nray bo given that the sen
tence of penal punishment will not !p
onforced. Then the strike will proba M:
be over.
Count Witte was lamentably agitate-

yesterday. He almost assented at on
moment at tho call of n'tutlonarles. th
court and the military party, to the fata
step of proclaiming martial law,

LOOKS LIKE STRIKE
WILL END MONDAY

Meeting of Workmen to Con¬
sider the Situation and De¬
cide What Shall Be Done.

(By Associated Press,)
ST. PETERSBURG, November IS, 1¡4/

A. M,.Though, according to surface Indi
cations yesterday, the outlook for tin
speedy ending of the strike was gloomy
the revelations mudo at a meeting las!
night of tho council of tho workman'!
delegates showed that a large portion a

the workmen wore breaking loose fron
the control of the leaders and were anx·

lus to return to work, und plebiscite
which will be taken to-day In the vari«
ous factories, probably will result in ?

decision to abandon the st'/^îe Monday.
At the moating of the enunci, whtol

was held lu tho same hall where Käthe.
Oopon, MaxIin Gorky ami other leaden
denounced the Emperor* on the eve of Jan·
miry 22d ("Rod Sunday"*», delegate tlftel
delegate from different factories aro«!
and reported thut the workmen, und«
the Influence of the ultimatum Issued bj
the employers, announcing that the facto·
ries would be shut down Indefinitely mi·

leas, work was resumed on Monday, api
with the pleading of their wives and oi
the conservative workmen ringing In the!)
ears, were demanding that tho strtk'
should b« ended.
This precipitated a hotly contested de¬

bate between the moderates, who de¬
clared thut the strike In the first in¬
stance was u strategical mistake, am)
that it would be a. graver error tn taotlef
to attempt to force the mon to remen
In line ttr.d the "last ditch" faction, ««»

peclally tho unattached delegates wlu
are members of the council by virtue oi
their membership in soclalUtli: organisa·
lions. One lUry speaker, who, in orali
to be better seen und heard, mounted ih.-
balcony from which Father (¿Opa», ir
disguise, had delivered hin last add re»)
m that hull, thundered, hu» denunciation


